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LOS ANGELES, CA—Today, by a margin of 52 to 43, a majority of U.S. Senators voted in favor
of moving towards the confirmation of Professor Goodwin Liu to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit.  Unfortunately, a minority of Senators thwarted the will of the majority and
used a procedural tactic—the filibuster—to deny an up-or-down vote on Professor Liu’s
nomination.  Representative Xavier Becerra (CA-31), Vice Chair of the House Democratic
Caucus and Ranking Member of the Social Security Subcommittee released the following
statement:

  

“Our nation, the districts served by the Ninth Circuit, and especially Professor Goodwin
Liu, deserve better.  Rather than voting on the qualifications and merit of Professor Liu’s
candidacy, a minority of U.S. Senators denied an up-or-down vote on his nomination to
the Court of Appeals.  The procedural tactic used today—the filibuster—has been
abused once again by a minority on the far right to the disservice of our country.  The
Ninth Circuit has been left short-handed for more than a year and today’s vote ensures it
will remain overburdened for months to come.

  

Professor Liu’s experience, knowledge and service on the U.S. Court of Appeals would
have made our nation stronger.  And it’s astonishing that during Asian American and
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Senate Republicans would reject an imminently qualified
candidate for the court who is also of Taiwanese descent.”
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